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SENATE BI LL 5102

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2013 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2013 Regul ar Session
By Senators Pearson, Darneille, Padden, Kohl-Welles, and Conway

Read first tine 01/18/13. Referred to Commttee on Law & Justice .

AN ACT Relating to veterinarian imunity from liability when
reporting suspected animal cruelty; and adding a new section to chapter
16. 52 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 16.52 RCW
to read as foll ows:

A veterinarian lawfully licensed in this state to practice
veterinary nedicine, surgery, and dentistry who reports, in good faith
and in the normal course of business, a suspected incident of aninal
cruelty that is punishable under this chapter to the proper authorities
is imune from liability in any civil or crimnal action brought
agai nst such veterinarian for reporting the suspected incident. The
immunity provided in this section applies only if the veterinarian
receives no financial benefit from the suspected incident of aninal
cruelty beyond charges for services rendered prior to the veterinarian
making the initial report.

Passed by the Senate April 23, 2013.

Passed by the House April 9, 2013.

Approved by the Governor My 15, 2013.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 16, 2013.
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